
When was a moment in your life when you had an eye-opening realization that completely changed
how you would move forward in the future?
When did you experience a repentance moment in your life, and you realized you needed to head in a
completely different direction?
Perhaps like the people in Peter’s day, you may have realized for the first time who Jesus really was. If
that is you, what step do you think you need to take next? If you have already known who Jesus really
was, what new realizations have you discovered about him lately?

This weekend we conclude our “Community Begins Here” teaching series. As we take a final look at the
early church described in Acts 2, we see a church that experienced phenomenal growth as a result of all the
things the Holy Spirit was doing among the people. Do you believe the kinds of things we see taking place
then can only happen in “Bible times” but no longer happen today? As a result of their meeting both
publicly and privately in homes, God added to their number daily. Why was that growth taking place? Let’s
dig into the Bible today to find out why. Just as the people asked the apostle Peter, “What should we do?”
we don’t want to miss out on whatever God wants to do through each of us and through our church.

INSTRUCTIONS:
During the message today, at several points along the way, Brad will provide some time for you to pause
and reflect on a question. Take a few moments to reflect on that question, then go around and share your
answers aloud with the others who have gathered with you. God designed us all for spiritual growth and
often that growth comes as a result of sharing our journey with others. Take advantage of this time to grow
yourself and help others grow in your community of faith. Some keys to making this most helpful for you
include being honest and vulnerable with others you are close with. May God bless your time together!

QUESTIONS TO DISCUSS:

1.

2.

3.

CLOSING / CALL TO ACTION:
Based on our time spent in Acts 2, we know that God doesn’t want us to be alone, but wants us to live in
community with himself and with others. This realization should propel us forward in our spiritual journey.
So often, our most meaningful times of growth happen when we realize at our core that something needs
to change. Growth happens when we are no longer satisfied with our current situation, and we want
something better.

The early church community grew because of a huge realization about who Jesus was, followed by a
changed direction, and a desire for a strong connection. The same is true for us today. Jesus is the one who
brings success to the church and brings it all together for us. Perhaps you need a better recognition of who
Jesus is and what he desires of his followers. Or maybe you need to do an about-face and head a different
direction. Or maybe you just need to rethink the kind of connection you have with Jesus and with others
who call him Lord.

ACTION STEP:
If Jesus really is the vine and we are the branches, we must remain connected to him and to each
other. What is God calling you to do in regard to making and keeping strong connections—either with
him or with other followers of Christ? Don’t let another week pass before following through with a
plan to get more connected.

As you close your time with your group or family today, talk with them about some ways in which God
might place some opportunities in front of you. How can you pray for each other this week?

W E E K  4 :

C O M M U N I T Y  G A I N S  G R O W T H

JANUARY 24, 2021


